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STORM DAMAGE, BUNBURY 
Grievance 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [9.15 am]:  My grievance is to the Premier on behalf of the people of 
Bunbury.  I first thank the Premier for declaring Monday’s storm a natural disaster.  On Monday at 
approximately 6.00 am Western Australia was struck by a very devastating storm.  I want first to convey my 
condolences to the many people and businesses in Perth and regional Western Australia who lost property and to 
congratulate all the emergency workers, who have done a tremendous job.   

The City of Bunbury suffered severe damage, the likes of which I had never seen.  Estimates of the damage have 
been put at roughly $40 million to date.  We have all seen the images on television.  Both public and private 
infrastructure has been severely damaged.  A massive emergency response action was necessary, because by 
7.00 pm on Tuesday 137 residential call-outs to the State Emergency Service had been completed and private 
contractors were swinging into action to deal with private properties.  The success of the emergency response in 
Bunbury was no accident.  The City of Bunbury has for the past four years been extremely active in this area, 
and the Local Emergency Management Committee, chaired by the city’s Manager, Ranger Services, John 
Kowal, has met regularly to implement coordinated strategies for emergencies such as that which happened on 
Monday. 

In addition, the city employs an emergency management officer who integrates and coordinates each agency in a 
hazard management role.  The LEMC held its first meeting on the ground at 9.00 am that day.  The ground crews 
fed back intelligence to emergency services officer Lewis Winter, who then coordinated many crews into 
priority actions.  Western Power continued to relay information on how long areas would be down and areas of 
danger, and worked to get major traffic lights back into operation.  Western Power south west staff need to be 
congratulated for their fantastic efforts.  The police and City of Bunbury rangers managed traffic control and 
worked very closely with the SES.  I must say that the City of Bunbury staff did a fantastic job, with parks and 
gardens workers clearing roads and building maintenance workers ensuring that buildings were put into a safe 
mode as quickly as possible. 

Members of the Local Emergency Management Committee did a fantastic job.  The success of the operation can 
be attributed to them.  I want to put on record my thanks and congratulations to them.  The City of Bunbury 
rangers were led by the manager and LEMC chair, John Kowal; coordinator, Lewis Winter; SES local manager, 
Ian Axell; Bunbury police superintendents Rob Harrison and Frank Yates; Western Power network officer 
Lindsay Duncan; Main Roads’ Andy Rowlands; Department for Community Development’s Bob Dawson; 
Alinta’s Gary Deeble; Aqwest’s Gary Adlam; Bunbury port harbour master, Helen Cole; volunteer bushfire 
brigade captain Terri Kowal; and City of Bunbury rangers and executive.  Other volunteers turned out.  I am sure 
that south west members would also like to add their congratulations to those people. 

I also wish to make mention of the role that communications played in the efforts.  ABC radio, which was 
devastated because its building was damaged, and HotFM/RadioWest kept the community up to date with road 
alerts, advising which schools had been closed and reassuring people that help was on its way.  They were the 
conduit to the community, issuing vital information.  Council property was damaged, including the senior 
citizens centre, where meals on wheels are distributed.  That had to be relocated to the town lunch centre.  The 
public library was damaged, and this is now operating out of Withers Library for the time being. 

One iconic building of Bunbury is the historic St Patrick’s Cathedral.  It appears the winds tried to lift the whole 
building off its foundations.  Structural engineers have been assessing the extent of the damage.  I was hoping 
that a complete rebuild would not be necessary, but it is looking more and more as though it must happen.  That 
will be an absolute tragedy for Bunbury, because it is a fantastic building.  It may be that St Patrick’s Cathedral 
will need some assistance.  Public buildings, such as schools and the railway station, and infrastructure were 
damaged; and homes and commercial buildings suffered light to severe damage, and some were completely 
destroyed.  Of course, insurance will cover some of those buildings, but some community groups may not have 
insurance cover.  I think that they more than anybody will need some assistance.  The City of Bunbury is trying 
to assess and compile a record of the total extent of the damage.  Of course, that will take some time.   

I want to again thank the Premier for declaring this event a natural disaster.  Now that the Premier has done that, 
I would like him to advise us of the assistance that the state government will provide to the City of Bunbury and 
the community that has been affected.  I am sure that it is very comforting for the Bunbury community and, I 
dare say, other communities to know that the state is standing behind them and offering support, both financial 
and moral.  What specifically can we expect, and in which areas?  I have mentioned some of them specifically 
today.  I had a very brief chat with the Premier yesterday afternoon in this chamber.  We did not really get a 
chance to catch up to discuss this matter further in specific detail.  However, I say to the Premier that I am very 
pleased he has declared this event a natural disaster, and I would like to know what assistance will be provided to 
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the people of Bunbury.  I am very pleased to work with the Mayor of the City of Bunbury, because, as members 
know, when there are events such as these, it is a trying time for all of us.  I would like to hear from the Premier. 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [9.20 am]:  I too express my sympathy to all those people, 
whether they be in individual households or associated with organisations or businesses, following the damage 
that took place on Monday, 16 May.  There is no doubt that it was a very severe storm.  It ripped through 
suburbs in Perth, and through Bunbury and the south west.  There is no question that it is the most serious storm 
we have had, certainly in the metropolitan area, since 1994.  I also join with the member to thank all the State 
Emergency Service people, the police, and the fire and emergency crews, including Western Power, of course.  I 
thank all the volunteers, all the non-government organisations, such as the Salvation Army, and the local 
authorities that went in to help.  All the work that the government and non-government agencies and volunteers 
did was magnificent, and we should acknowledge that.  In particular, I acknowledge the 960 volunteers who 
helped and who were mobilised again to help today, if necessary.  Once again we express our appreciation to the 
volunteers. 

Dozens of Bunbury businesses were damaged, many roads were closed, and power was cut to most parts of the 
city.  The rear of the ABC radio broadcasting building in Wittenoom Street was razed after a crane fell on the 
premises, and power poles and petrol bowsers were ripped from the ground by the force of the wind.  Bunbury 
Senior High School was closed after severe roof damage, and dozens of small businesses were destroyed.  As the 
member said, it was genuine havoc in Bunbury on Monday.  Several homes in the Harvey area were also 
reported to be badly damaged.   

It did not surprise me, on the basis of the evidence that was before the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, 
that a natural disaster was declared.  I will give the house the definition of a natural disaster.  It will be of interest 
to members.  It is a serious disruption to a community or region caused by the impact of a naturally occurring, 
rapid-onset event which threatens or causes death, injury or damage to property or the environment and which 
requires a significant and coordinated multi-agency and community response.  Of course, the definition of 
natural disaster includes storms, in particular.  What happens when a natural disaster is declared?  Once the 
decision was made, the commonwealth was notified that Western Australia had experienced a natural disaster 
and would be likely to make a claim under the natural disaster relief agreement.  This means that the 
commonwealth government can make resources available to help the state meet the unpredictable costs involved 
in providing relief and restoration measures for natural emergencies such as this event.  That is the first thing. 
The commonwealth is notified.  That triggers the process.   

FESA is coordinating the collection of all eligible cost submissions, which will be provided to the 
commonwealth as a claim under the natural disaster relief arrangements.   

A number of state government agencies and local governments become involved.  I will start by mentioning the 
City of Bunbury.  I am very pleased that the city has been very proactive on this issue.  The mayor, David Smith, 
has adopted a leadership role in his community, and I congratulate him for that.  I also congratulate his council 
officers for the way in which they have coordinated their response in Bunbury.  After this matter was discussed 
in cabinet, I made sure that the Minister for the South West went down to Bunbury on Monday.  Of course, the 
Minister for Education and Training went to Bicton, and later that day I too went to Bicton.  People can go to the 
City of Bunbury with their issues, and the city will help coordinate the collection process to ascertain the extent 
of the damage and what help may be necessary for individuals in that area.   

FESA will be available to assist with other acts of relief and restoration.  As I said, it has contacted the local 
governments to assist it in establishing the local recovery arrangements.  Of course, it might take days or weeks 
to evaluate the full impact of these events.  The natural disaster relief arrangements can then be applied.   

Western Power has made a good response.  One hundred thousand homes were in darkness, but power has been 
restored to most of those households.  In particular, all mains power has been restored in Bunbury, and work is 
continuing to ensure that all homes in that area have power.  The Water Corporation provided back-up 
generators to ensure that sanitation was maintained during the power outages.   

The Department for Community Development - this is an important issue for the member - assists in cases of 
personal hardship and distress.  It has linked up with the Salvation Army to provide those services.  It has not yet 
received large numbers of calls for assistance, as family and friends are taking in the majority of those affected 
by the storms.  The department is available to assist with emergency accommodation and to provide limited 
financial support for items such as food and clothing.  Of course, the department also offers trauma counselling, 
and it is able to refer people to other services they might require.   

In the south west, the Department of Agriculture assists when primary producers have suffered a loss and require 
advice and assistance, such as agistment.  Main Roads has been advising the City of Bunbury and assisting with 
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any significant local road damage.  I am pleased to report that all schools in the Bunbury area that had been 
closed due to the storm damage and power outages have been reopened.   

That gives an overall summary of how the government has responded through its various agencies, and what the 
natural disaster declaration means.  Obviously, the local member and the local authority can play a facilitating 
role in their local community.  They should feel free at any time to contact any of the government agencies that 
may be needed to provide assistance.  When a disaster is classified as an eligible disaster, the states and 
territories can come in to assist those who are suffering personal hardship and distress, and assist with the 
restoration or replacement of an essential public asset.  Obviously, the insurance companies are the first port of 
call for those issues, and we expect the insurance industry to come to the party.  I know that when we have had 
disasters in the past, such as cyclones, some matters have been raised about insurance.  We need to make sure 
that the insurance companies play their role in this process.   

Concessional interest loans are available to needy persons or voluntary non-profit bodies.  The member 
mentioned the non-government associations.  There can also be the provision of interest subsidies on loans 
advanced by authorised lending institutions to a farmer or operator of a small business whose assets have been 
significantly damaged.  I mentioned psychological counselling.  There can also be other acts of relief and 
restoration to alleviate the distress associated with the damage.  They are the sorts of things that can be done 
once a natural disaster is triggered.  Local government is now coordinating the information.  It will work with 
FESA, and we will assist in any way we can. 
 


